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22nd Codsall Community
Arts Festival
A message from our Chair

Community Day

14 March

A fun-filled day to launch this year’s festival.
Please note that there may be a nominal charge for some
activities and that children must be accompanied by an
adult at all times.

Community Day

Welcome to the

Cathy Preston
Willow Weaving Family Workshop
Codsall Village Hall, 10.15am – 12.15pm

Dear Festival-goers
It gives me great pleasure on behalf of the organising
committee to introduce the events included in our 2020
festival which are set out in this brochure. In preparing
the programme we have taken account of the views
and suggestions of our audiences and members of the
Association represented at the AGMs, for which we
thank you.
Our aim, as always, has been to ensure quality events
representing a cross section of the performing arts at
a variety of venues most suited to the occasions. We
feature world class performances as well as local events
to appeal to younger age groups. This can be seen in
the variety we offer during the increasingly popular
Community Day, in which young children, together with
their parents, are able to participate.

This workshop encourages families to
get creative with natural materials. There
will be a selection of different coloured
willow and dogwood which can used to
make many different items – a woven
nest, freeform basket or even a boat –
just use your imagination!

Maximum group size - 12 people.
Willow Fish Workshop
Codsall Village Hall, 1.30pm – 3.30pm
This workshop will introduce basic
willow weaving techniques. Using the
natural colour of different willows, you
will be able to create a willow fish which
can be used as a plate or as a decoration
in the home or garden - it can even be
dangled from a willow rod!

Maximum group size - 8 people over 14 years of age

Thank you for your support.

cathy@morethanwillow.co.uk

John Harris Chair

Face-painting with Kate ‘Monroe’ Groves

Codsall Community Arts Festival Association

Codsall Village Hall
Kate works predominantly as a
professional face and body painter/
creative makeup artist. She is mostly
known for her detailed and illustrative
airbrush work on the body and her
premium quality face painting services.
With a variety of awards and accolades
under her belt, she is used to demoing
and teaching in front of crowds at events
up and down the country.

MissKateMonroe.co.uk
2

3

Community Day

Ann and Caroline from Hembra Crafting

Codsall Village Hall

Codsall Village Hall

Community Day

Children in Costume with Carol Sharp

Spinning, peg loom
weaving, pom-pom making

Who has never wanted to
dress up as a Fairy? Or Peter
Pan? Our aim is to make
every child we meet feel
very special. We just want
you to have the ‘Simply
Magical’ memories that you
can treasure forever. Other
options are also available.

Ann and Caroline are
passionate about crafts.
They are accomplished at
many different crafts and
love sharing their skills with
others.

hembracrafting@aol.com

hello@simplymagical.co.uk

The Grass Van
courtesy of Neil Turner of Neil’s Autos

Pottery Wheel
Codsall Village Hall, 10am – 4pm

Rachel from the Craft Centre
at Broseley will be showing
us how to throw pots.
Why not come along and
have a go?
rachelfrostpottery@gmail.com

See if you can spot it driving around Codsall and Bilbrook.

neilsautos84@yahoo.com

Felting with Kate Mills
Codsall Village Hall, 10am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 3.30pm
Explore the world of felting
with Kate!
Suitable for all ages, felting is
fun. Young ones learn how to
“paint” with wool using wet
soap felting; adults try their
hand at needle felting.
Spaces are limited to 6 at a
time, just drop by and wait
your turn.

girlkate@outlook.com
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Bring and Bang Samba Band
St Christopher’s Church, Codsall
11.00am – 12.00 noon
A DIY Samba band open to
all ages. Everyone should
bring along something to
hit or shake! The idea is
to bring along improvised
percussion instruments, not
necessarily real tambourines
or castanets, although these
are welcome too.
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Community Day

St Christopher’s Choir
St Christopher’s Church, Codsall
1.00pm – 2.00pm
A performance by St
Christopher’s Choir. This
adult choir consists of people
associated with the school.
They have performed
locally in the past but are
always keen to find new
opportunities to sing to
an audience.

Codsall Dramatic Society
Joking Apart by Alan Ayckbourn
Wednesday 18, Thursday 19 and Friday 20 March 7.30pm
Saturday 21 March Matinée 2.30pm
Codsall Village Hall
‘Joking Apart’ is the 21st of the 82 plays that Alan Ayckbourn
has written; it might be more by the time we perform this!

Exotic Zoo
Bilbrook Village Hall
Following the great success
of the Exotic Zoo at the last
Festival, Scott Adams, the
Blue Peter Animal Man, will
once again be bringing a
variety of animals. These
will include armadillos,
meerkats and a variety of
reptiles, amphibians and awesome minibeasts. Some animals
can be handled, others will be in sealed pens, but Scott and
his assistants will provide lots of interesting facts about all the
animals and answer any questions.

www.exoticzoo.co.uk

Further events may be added to our Community Day
programme, so please watch the website and look
out for announcements in local magazines.
6

If you are familiar with his writing, you will expect to be
amused, but not generally uplifted, by the relationships
probed in his dramas. Although this was written in response to
a disgruntled audience member asking, “Why don’t you write
about happy couples?” the result is still the same.
However, there is indeed one happy couple, for whom
everything they touch turns to gold, whilst their friends’ lives
are devastated in various ways through their intimacy and
their inability to break the ties.
Ayckbourn’s writing skills are cleverly displayed in this
poignant piece; a few lines can turn a situation on its head.
Throw in a tennis match, fireworks and extraordinary amounts
of food and drink and we can promise you a very entertaining
evening.
Codsall Dramatic Society continues to present award winning
drama in Codsall Village.

www.codsalldramaticsociety.co.uk
Tickets £9 (£8.50 Wednesday & Saturday)
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Foden’s Band
Brass Band
Saturday 21 March 7.30pm
Codsall Community High School
A warm welcome is extended to this internationally acclaimed
band.
To celebrate the relief of Mafeking during the Boer War in
1900, a brass band was established in the village of Elworth,
in Cheshire. The band was adopted by local industrialist
Edwin Foden to become the Foden’s Motorworks Band.
From these humble beginnings few would have thought this
band would win twelve British Open titles, fourteen National
Championships of Great Britain and an unparalleled number
of double hat-tricks.
Around the world Foden’s Band is a trademark that musicians
associate with inestimable class and musicianship. This fact
is reflected in the wide variety of countries that the band has
toured, such as Italy, Norway and Israel.
Foden’s has been associated with many renowned conductors
including Howard Snell and Michael Fowles. Each has
developed the band’s ever-increasing repertoire and also the
band’s standards, allowing them to provide audiences with
musically aesthetic performances as well as stepping outside
the boundaries of the usual brass band.
The band has won numerous awards for CD releases and
regularly appears on television and radio as well as performing
in the UK’s leading concert halls.
“Foden’s band maintains a world class reputation for providing
entertainment in the field of brass music with a tradition and
unique style” - Mark Wilkinson

www.fodensband.co.uk
Tickets £17
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Delighting in Dance

Codsall School of Dance
Suttie School of Dance

Monday 23 March 7.00pm
Codsall Community High School
The Arts Festival is delighted to showcase the talents from two
local dance schools. These popular dance schools have been
serving Codsall, Bilbrook and neighbouring communities for
decades. They instruct children of all ages as well as running
classes for adults. Opportunities for pupils to take dance
exams have resulted in many successful outcomes.
Pupils also enjoy partaking in dance competitions. Each
school holds an annual dance show extravaganza for the
public in order to showcase the talents of all their pupils.

www.codsalldance.co.uk
www.facebook.com/codsalldance
www.suttieschoolofdance.com
www.facebook.com/c.suttie
Tickets £5
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Trpčeski’s folk project ‘Makedonissimo’, devised with
composer Pande Shahov, celebrates the music and culture of
his native Macedonia.
Trpčeski has recorded prolifically. His most recent release
appeared in autumn 2019, a disc of solo Russian repertoire, for
Onyx Classics.
With the special support of KulturOp – Macedonia’s leading
cultural and arts organisation – Trpčeski works regularly
with young musicians in Macedonia in order to cultivate the
country’s next generation of artists.
Christopher Morley will interview Simon on stage at 6.15pm
– free admission for ticket holders.

Simon Trpčeski
Piano recital
Tuesday 24 March 7.30pm
Codsall Community High School

Johannes Brahms:
Variations on a Theme by Robert Schumann op.9 (1854)
Franz Liszt:
Soirees de Vienne – Franz Schubert S427, Nos 5, 7 and 6

“Trpčeski’s art is to probe deep beneath the notes and elicit
the essential character and substance of a score. … Deftness
and passion made a performance that was extraordinarily
compelling in its freshness and capacity to expose the music’s
very heart.” - The Telegraph

We are grateful to the Harding Trust for the loan of the Steinway
Model D concert grand piano.
Please note that children under 12 will not be admitted to
this performance.

--- Interval --Sergei Prokofiev:
Tales of an old Grandmother op.31 (1918)
Modest Mussorgsky:
A night on a bare mountain –
arranged by Konstantin Chernov
Sergei Prokofiev:
Piano Sonata No. 7 in B-flat major op.83 (1939-42)

It is with great pleasure that we welcome back the worldrenowned pianist, Simon Trpčeski.
During the 2019/20 season Trpčeski will return to European
orchestras such as Concertgebouworkest, the London
Symphony Orchestra, Tonhalle-Orchester Zürich, TonkünstlerOrchester in Vienna, Royal Danish Orchestra, Orquesta
Sinfónica de Galicia and the Royal Scottish National Orchestra.
He also performs at prestigious festivals including Verbier,
Bergen, the Baltic Sea Festival and the BBC Proms.
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www.facebook.com/simontrpceski
www.instagram.com/simontrpceski/
twitter.com/strpceski?lang=en
Tickets £20
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Childhood

Nick Grew

Bertie Pearce

Art and Surgery

Wonder Workers and the Art of Illusion

Wednesday 25 March 7.30pm
Codsall Community High School

Thursday 26 March 7.30pm
Codsall Middle School

Nick Grew is a Sculptor
and Consultant Head and
Neck Cancer and Facial
Reconstructive Surgeon.
His work includes portrait,
figurative and abstract
sculpture.
He was made an Associate
of the Royal Birmingham
Society of Artists in 2016. His
work is held and exhibited in
public and private collections
nationally. Nick was winner
of the Sarasin and Partners
Aanya
National Fine Art Prize in
2014 and the Halls Shropshire and Staffordshire Artists Prize
2016. His sculpture “Childhood” is a public commission which
is to be installed at the Nuffield Hospital Wolverhampton.
Nick’s talk describes his reflections on the common threads
he has found in his personal practice of Surgery and Art. This
shows the broader relationship between Art and Surgery
in general.
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From the beginning of time right up to today’s Harry Potter,
people have always been in awe of magic. How lucky Codsall
is to have attracted one of the foremost illusionists of the day!
Bertie Pearce is a Member of The Inner Magic Circle. He
inherited a fascination with conjuring from his maternal
grandfather. With a BA (Hons) in Drama from Manchester
University he went on to the École Internationale de Théâtre
Jacques Lecoq in Paris. He has performed all over the world
from Hollywood, St Moritz to the Bertie and Boo café in
Balham. Bertie is an accredited Arts Society (formerly Nadfas)
lecturer and has toured extensively as a speaker sharing his
passion for illusion, Victorian pastimes, Punch and Judy and
Charles Dickens.
Bertie’s love of people and performance ensures that there is
always a new and exciting gig around the corner.
“…in which it is the very trickery that pleases me. But show me
how the trick is done, and I have lost my interest therein.”
- Seneca (3BC-65AD)

“The hard part for me is balancing the serious with the flippant
and magical.” - Bertie Pearce

www.nickgrewsculpture.com

www.bertiepearce.com

Tickets £10

Tickets £10
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The Chicago Teddybears

Jazz Band

Friday 27 March 7:30pm
Perton Civic Centre

Saturday 28 March 7:30pm
Perton Civic Centre

The Chicago
Teddybears
Society Jazz Band
originated in
Manchester in the
1970s. The name
came from a shortlived American
television sitcom
set in Prohibitionera Chicago.
Fortunately, the band has proved more durable than the
television series and has entertained audiences across the UK
and Europe for nearly fifty years. During that period, inevitable
changes in personnel have expanded the band’s repertoire to
encompass many styles of jazz – from Dixieland through New
Orleans to mainstream and on to swing and jump-jive. Always
lively and exuberant, the band’s versatility sees them playing
at weddings, corporate events and garden parties as well as
more traditional jazz clubs and festivals.

In this one-off special for Codsall
Community Arts Festival, local
legend Doreen presents a
collection of some of her favourite
moments, sketches and videos
from the past five years of doing
her one-woman shows. A great
intro to Doreen if you’ve never
seen her live before, and a varied
feast of favourite funny memories
for ardent fans. Either way, you’ll
do some loffin’.

The current band members are:
Brian Singleton. The longest serving member having played drums with
the band for over 30 years.
Rae Owens. A member for over 25 years, Rae plays string bass, sings
and fronts the band.
John Hallam. One of the best-known players of reed instruments in the
UK, John has played regularly with the band for more than 10 years.
James Lucas. Joined the band in 2013, playing trumpet and occasionally - tenor horn.
Andrew MacKenzie. Joined the band in 2014. Andrew plays trombone
and sings.
Ed Lee. The newest member having joined in 2015. Ed plays keyboard
and sings.

For this event, unreserved seating will be at tables and you
are invited to bring along a picnic. The bar will open at
6:30pm.
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Doreen Tipton

Doreen was the first person ever to be diagnosed with Lazy
Cow Syndrome. Despite this, she has become a national
treasure – at least regionally – and over the past few years she
has morphed effortlessly from YouTube sensation to Queen of
the Black Country.
Somehow, under the guise of being a lazy cow, she’s managed
to complete six sell-out theatre tours, a Doreen movie
(featuring rock legend Robert Plant, no less), an autobiography
‘From Rug-Rats to Riches’ (which was an instant best-seller in
her mother’s nursing home), a documentary DVD on the Black
Country, as well as being voted Best Newcomer at the Great
British Panto Awards and Midlands Personality of the Year by
What’s On readers.
Now, in an idle moment, she has just published her first
children’s book – so watch out David Walliams! It’s called The
Giant Panteater, and Other Curious Creatures, and it’s a series
of beautifully illustrated quirky poems. Reviewing the book
recently, the lovely Debbie McGee said: “Doreen has found a
way to bring intelligent humour to children in an educating
but entertaining way. I couldn’t put it down. It’s fabulous in
every way!” You can find more details on the new children’s
website: www.doreenforkids.weebly.com
The bar will be open from 6:30pm and during the interval.

Please note that it is not permitted to consume alcohol not purchased

Please note that it is not permitted to consume alcohol not purchased

at the bar.

at the bar.

www.chicago-teddybears-sjb.co.uk

www.lazycowdoreen.weebly.com
www.facebook.com/doreentiptonlazycow
www.twitter.com@doreentipton

Tickets £15

Tickets £15
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Peter Rhodes TD
Close encounters with warfare, celebrities and
two Royal Weddings and a Funeral
Tuesday 31 March 7.30pm
Codsall Community High School
There can’t be many of us
who are unfamiliar with
the thought-provoking and
frequently entertaining
musings of Peter Rhodes and
so it is with great pleasure
that we welcome him to
Codsall this evening. Peter
will talk about recent wars and then lighten the evening with
anecdotes of famous people he has interviewed.
Born in Yorkshire and raised in Warwickshire, Peter Rhodes
joined his local newspaper, the Leamington Spa Courier, more
than 50 years ago. Completing his apprenticeship, he went
on to work on the Yorkshire Evening Press, Coventry Evening
Telegraph and the Birmingham Post & Mail before joining the
Express & Star as a feature writer in 1985.
His UK reportage has included hundreds of celebrity
interviews, two royal weddings and Princess Diana’s funeral,
while overseas assignments took him to 40 countries covering
the first Palestinian Intifada, the first Gulf War, the Siege of
Sarajevo, the post-war Falklands, Hong Kong, Vietnam and the
North Pole.
Peter has a string of awards including Press Gazette Regional
Feature Writer of the Year and was twice highly commended at
the British Press Awards.

Eastside Saxophone Quartet
Wednesday 1 April 7.30pm
St.Nicholas Church
Codsall Community Arts Festival has always recognised the
important role that young people have in furthering an interest
in all kinds of music for future generations to enjoy. This is one
of the reasons we are proud to introduce the Eastside Quartet
to Codsall.

He writes a daily column / blog which appears online and in
the Express & Star, Shropshire Star, Jersey Evening Post and
the MNA weeklies. It was voted UK Regional Blog of the Year
in 2014.

The Eastside Saxophone Quartet is an all-female, Birmingham
based ensemble, formed of students from The Royal
Birmingham Conservatoire. The unique saxophonists use
their shared passion for popular chamber music to produce an
exciting and vibrant embodiment of much-loved music.

Peter Rhodes served in the Territorial Army from 1976-1992
and holds the Territorial Decoration.

Let us welcome Alicia Hillman, Abbie Pascoe, Nicole Micheli
and Isabella Goodwin.

The audience will be invited to ask questions.
“The qualities of a journalist? Rat-like cunning, a plausible
manner and a little literary ability” - Nicholas Tomalin
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www.expressandstar.com

www.facebook.com/EastsideSax

Tickets £10

Tickets £10
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Charles Hanson
Meet the Auctioneer
Thursday 2 April 7.30pm
St. Dominic’s Grammar School
32 Bargate Street, Brewood ST19 9BA
Throughout the country,
Charles Hanson, with his
infectious enthusiasm, is held
in great affection by lovers
of antiques. It is a delight
to welcome him to Codsall
Community Arts Festival
in what promises to be an
informative and entertaining
evening.
Antiques expert, auctioneer
and media personality
Charles has fans across
the world thanks to his
appearances on television
shows such as Bargain Hunt
and Antiques Road Trip.

Simon King
Naturalist and Environmentalist
Friday 3 April 7.30pm
Codsall Community High School

Photo by Neil Pugh

His passion for history
emerged when he was only
eight years old and having
taken an interest in metal
detecting, one of his earliest
finds was a Charles I coin.
Charles’s working life began at Christie’s in London. In time he
went on to launch Hansons Auctioneers in his home county of
Derbyshire. His business has since expanded to London and
Staffordshire.
He thrives on the drama, passion and excitement of the
salesroom and has made numerous finds that have hit the
headlines. Particularly memorable were Queen Victoria’s
bloomers, an original Harry Corbett Sooty puppet and a rare
Chinese vase, used as a doorstop, which sold for £650,000.
Tonight, Charles will be pleased to offer valuations from a
selection of small items which the audience is invited to bring
along. Please bring only one item per person!
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Simon regards himself first and foremost as a naturalist and
conservationist, but to millions of people the world over he is
recognised for his work in front of and behind the camera for
television series such as Springwatch, Autumnwatch, Big Cat
Diary, Blue Planet and Planet Earth.
His camerawork has attracted recognition in the form of
many awards, including three Emmys and several BAFTAs. In
2010 he was awarded the OBE for Wildlife Camerawork and
Conservation.
Simon’s passion to encourage us all to take responsibility
for the planet and to modify the way we live now drives his
professional life.
As an author, Simon’s work has earned him a place in the
Sunday Times Top 10 Best Sellers list. His most recent work,
Naturewatch, is a distillation of over 50 years’ experience as a
field naturalist in the British Isles; it includes practical tips on
tracking and observing wildlife in Europe.
Besides leading wildlife-watching tours, Simon currently
runs a small conservation charity that encourages public
engagement with, and education about, wildlife. He also
designs garden wildlife and photography products including
the hugely successful Robin Nester and Portable Wildlife Hide.
He is now working on a new television series which will reveal
the wildlife of the British Isles as it has never before been seen.
The audience will be invited to ask questions and there will be a
book signing at the end of the evening.

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

www.simonkingwildlife.com

Tickets £12

Tickets £12
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Sponsors, Support & Grants
We appreciate the support of local business, and we are
grateful for the support that we have received in the past from
our Parish, District and County Councils.
Up to date information is acknowledged on the website as well
as on a board at the entrance to the main events.

Swingin’ Dance Orchestra
Swing Orchestra – Gala Evening
Saturday 4 April 7.30pm
Codsall Community High School
Something very special is always needed to close the Festival
and this year will not disappoint.
Much in demand, The Swingin’ Dance Orchestra is a 13-piece
big band comprising male vocalist, brass (x4), sax (x5) and
rhythm (x3). Founded in 1997 with help from The Prince’s
Trust, The Swingin’ Dance Orchestra has become very popular
on corporate, society and wedding circuits.
Playing to audiences the length and breadth of the country,
The Swingin’ Dance Orchestra encourages young and old to
join the fun. With a repertoire of over one hundred songs,
there is guaranteed to be something for everyone.
“From the performance to the introducing of the music,
absolutely fantastic, could not be any more pleased with
the band - huge thank you.” - Julie Dowling – The Middleton
Demonstrator Bid, Corporate, Manchester

www.codsallartsfestival.org.uk

Lottery Support
There is now a South Staffordshire Community Lottery
operating and we would be grateful for your support.
Have a look at our page, tinyurl.com/CCAFAlottery, if you wish
to provide us with a regular weekly donation.
Thank you for your support and good luck!

Technical Support
ALG is pleased to be providing technical support
throughout this year’s Arts Festival. ALG
acknowledges and thanks the whole Festival
Technical Team for their hard work and dedication.

www.warble-entertainment.com/the-swingin-dance-orchestra

Tickets £17
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ALG provides a range of audio-visual solutions, including
programming and design services to a wide range of sectors
including commercial entertainment, theatres, clubs,
sports stadiums and academies and enjoys a close working
relationship with Birmingham Symphony Hall.

www.alg-uk.com
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2020 Tickets by post

Festival Tickets
On sale from
Monday 27 January 2020

Application Form

Date

Event

£

Wed 18

Codsall Dramatic
Society:

£8.50

Thur 19

Joking Apart

Fri 20

by Alan Ayckbourn

£9

Monday 10 February 2020

Postal & Online Applications

Sat 21

(Saturday matinée)

£8.50

Sat 21

Foden’s Band

£17

Tuesday 18 February 2020

General Release

Mon 23

Delighting in Dance

£5

Online booking, and a postal application form, is available at
www.codsallartsfestival.org.uk

Tue 24

Simon Trpčeski

£20

Wed 25

Nick Grew

£10

Box Offices

Thu 26

Bertie Pearce

£10

Fri 27

Chicago Teddybears

£15

Sat 28

Doreen Tipton

£15

Tue 31

Peter Rhodes

£10

Wed 1

Eastside Saxophone
Quartet

£10

Thu 2

Charles Hanson

£12

Fri 3

Simon King

£12

Sat 4

Swingin’ Dance
Orchestra

£17

Arts Festival Box Office No.1
Monday to Saturday (Closed Wednesday)
Ian Rigby Jewellers
DISTINCTIVE JEWELLERY & TIMEPIECES
Valuations and bespoke items – our speciality
Expect a PERSONAL SERVICE and RELIABLE ADVICE
from Ian Rigby and his staff
Diamond and Gemstone Specialists
Member of the National Association of Goldsmiths
84 Wolverhampton Road, Codsall WV8 1PE
t: 01902 845300

Arts Festival Box Office No.2
Tuesday to Saturday | Village Crafts

Total

£9

Patrons Only

The box offices will be open for over-the-counter ticket sales
from Tuesday 18 February 2020 and they will only accept
cash or cheques (payable to Codsall Community Arts
Festival Association).

No:

Grand Total £
Tickets may not be exchanged nor money refunded; under 4s not admitted – sorry!

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Name:
Address:
Postcode:

Phone number:

Email:
Specify number of

spaces needed in auditorium

Send completed form to:
Mrs Kath Cartwright, 16 Primrose Gardens, Codsall, WV8 1PA
e: codsallartsfestival@gmail.com t: 07852 200421
Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope.
Cheques payable to Codsall Community Arts Festival Association
Codsall Community Arts Festival Association reserves the right to cancel any performance at
any time. In this unlikely event, tickets will be refunded.

Alternatively, book online at:
www.codsallartsfestival.org.uk
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Future events
Please look out for announcements on the website
and in local magazines.
Please let us know what you would like included in our
next festival.

Become a patron
Become a patron of Codsall Community Arts Festival and be
the first to receive news and buy tickets.
Membership per festival costs £15.
Ideas and feedback for the Festival are always welcome.

Registered Charity 1127064

www.codsallartsfestival.org.uk
Bilbrook Brewood Codsall Pattingham Perton

Contact Us
T: 07852 200421
E: codsallartsfestival@gmail.com
www.codsallartsfestival.org.uk
codsallarts
Brochure designed by OLCO Design, Wolverhampton
and printed by Aldine Print, Great Malvern

